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EU-made automotive glazing is key to strengthening the
European automotive eco-system

Glass for Europe supports efforts to strengthen Europe’s automotive value chain and for
incentives to promote EU-made automotive glazing. This paper sets out why it matters for European
industrial resilience and how current legislative initiatives can deliver it.

Automotive glazing products are indispensable and irreplaceable. They enhance vehicle safety by
enabling drivers’ visibility, protecting against external impacts, and mitigating risks during accidents.
Advanced glazing systems integrate cameras, sensors, and displays for Advanced Driver-Assistance
Systems (ADAS) and automated driving. It also contributes to vehicles' energy efficiency'.

Producing automotive glass in Europe means fostering a strategic industry for the automotive
sector and EU mobility. Additionally, a robust European automotive glass supply chain enables
efficient collection and recycling of glass across Europe, thereby promoting circular economy practices.

Despite its strategic importance to Europe’s ability to build vehicles and drive innovation, the EU
automotive glazing sector is facing major challenges that threaten its future. High energy, carbon,
and production costs, coupled with aggressive competition from goods imported from far-east Asia,
weaken the glazing sector and its contributions to a thriving automotive ecosystem in Europe.

Numerous regulatory projects offer opportunities to strengthen European manufacturing of
automotive glazing by incentivising the use of EU-made automotive glazing in vehicles. These
include revisions to the Regulation on CO2 emission performance standards for light-duty vehiclesi and
the Clean Corporate Vehicles Regulationi, as well as the work on the Industrial Accelerator Act.

To pursue the objectives of the Automotive Package, reinforce industrial resilience and local
employment, as well as the EU's strategic autonomy in the automotive sector and in key components
such as automotive glazing, Glass for Europe advocates for the following:

Clean Corporate Vehicles Regulation

o Focus state support on corporate vehicles that are made in the EU and include Union origin
requirements for automotive glazing within a harmonised “made in the EU” vehicle criteria.

Regulation on CO2 emission performance standards for light-duty vehicles

e Grant OEMs the possibility to compensate emissions from new vehicles through the use of low-
carbon glass made in the EU.

e Enable super credits for small zero-emission vehicles made in the EU and include Union origin
requirements for automotive glazing within a harmonised “made in the EU” vehicle criteria.

Industrial Accelerator Act

e Bind public procurement and public support schemes to vehicles made in the EU.

e Harmonise “made in the EU” vehicle criteria and include Union origin requirements for most
critical automotive glazing products.

e Consider third countries as “Union origin” only if these countries impose similar carbon emission
reduction obligations as those of the EU.

e NACE C23 should be eligible for support within industrial manufacturing acceleration areas.
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1. Clean Corporate Vehicles Regulation

Glass for Europe sees the European Commission’s proposal to revise the Clean Corporate Vehicles
Regulation as a positive step to incentivise EU-made vehicles in corporate fleets, which account
for most of the EU market. Such incentives can strengthen the automotive value chain and have a
positive impact on the EU automotive glazing value chain.

Support the European Commission proposal to bind state support to corporate fleets’ cars and
vans that are made in the EU.

Besides, Glass for Europe supports harmonising the methodology for defining “made in the EU” criteria
for vehicles across all relevant legislation. Considering that automotive glazing is an irreplaceable
component in vehicles but represents only a relatively low ex-works price, “made in the EU” criteria
for vehicles should include Union origin requirements for the most critical glazing parts.

The Industrial Acceleration Act (IAA) should be used to define the “made in the EU” vehicle
criterion, as proposed by the European Commission in Article 13 of the IAA. The criteria should
include Union origin requirements for the most critical glazing parts (see section 3 of this paper).

2. Regulation on CO2 emission performance standards

Regarding the revision of the Regulation on CO2 emission performance standards for new light-
duty vehicles and vehicle labelling, Glass for Europe supports the approach to achieve CO:
reductions in vehicle fleets by accounting for impacts across the whole life cycle, considering the
embodied CO: alongside the vehicle’s tailpipe emissions.

Yet, a more holistic approach than the one proposed by the European Commission is needed. As
advanced glazing systems have positive impacts on tailpipe emissions/energy consumption, EU-made
glass can help reduce vehicles’ embodied CO-.

Add automotive glazing component to Article 5b, so that the use of low-carbon glazing made in
the EU can permit compensating emissions from new vehicles registered in a calendar year.

Besides, incentivising more affordable small zero-emission vehicles made in the EU is key to
enabling an essential market for vehicle consumers and to contributing to the EU decarbonisation
targets.

Support the European Commission’s proposal, in Article 5, to enable the allocation of super
credits for small zero-emission vehicles that are made in the EU.

Using the methodology of the Industrial Acceleration Act to define the Union origin of those
vehicles is also supported, as it will harmonise the rules, but a better approach could be adopted
to further harmonise them.

The Industrial Acceleration Act criteria should use one methodology to define vehicles made in
the EU, which include small zero-emission vehicles made in the EU. The methodology should
include Union origin requirements for critical glazing parts (see section 3 of this paper).
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3. Industrial Accelerator Act

Glass for Europe supports the European Commission's proposal for the Industrial Accelerator
Act to implement market activation measures for the automotive value chain, including well-calibrated
Union origin requirements and support for strategic sectors.

Supports the European Commission’s proposal to bind public procurement and public support
schemes to vehicles made in the EU.

The European Commission also defines criteria to qualify vehicles as “made in the EU” in Annex I,
Parts | & II: the vehicle must be assembled within the Union, the ratio between the total ex-works price
of components originating in the Union and the total ex-works price of all components should be 70%
or more, and some strategic equipment must originate in the Union.

This is a good approach that should be further developed for automotive glazing components, which
have a relatively low ex-works price in vehicles despite their strategic importance for EU industrial
competitiveness and circularity.

critical glazing components (windscreens, windows, and glass canopies) should have
dedicated Union origin requirements in the criteria of Annex Ill, Parts | & II.

Alternatively, components addressed in Annex VII, Part C, of the End-of-Life Vehicles
Regulation, which include automotive glazing, should have Union origin requirements to ensure
the supply of components manufactured, treated (e.g. recycled), and reintroduced in the EU.

The same criteria should be adopted for defining small zero-emission vehicles made in the EU
(Annex lll, part 1ll) to achieve a fully harmonised framework.

Harmonise all “made in the EU” rules for vehicles under one set of criteria, based on what is
proposed by the European Commission in Annex Ill, Parts | & II.

To ensure the effectiveness of incentives for automotive glazing made in the EU, it is crucial to
have well-calibrated Union origin requirements. These should account for the complexities of the
value chain while ensuring that substantial processes are made in Europe to advance EU
industrialisation objectives.

In addition to the criteria proposed by the European Commission, third countries should
implement industrial sustainability measures comparable to those of the EU for their products
to be considered of Union origin. Components manufactured by ETS-covered sectors in Annex | (1)
should qualify as Union origin only if the concerned manufacturing processes are subject to similar
carbon pricing obligations.

For automotive glass, this means that melting occurs in regulated environments (ETS of local
equivalent). The EEA, the UK, or TirkiyeY, all of which participate in the EU automotive glazing value
chains with product sustainability rules, would remain within scope. Countries with few environmental
standards would be excluded, reinforcing the Industrial Accelerator Act's sustainability pillar.

Article 8 (2) should exclude products whose ETS-regulated processes occur in countries that
do not participate in a carbon market with targets similar to those of the EU.

Finally, Glass for Europe is in favour of initiatives to support flat glass production by creating better
industrial conditions and incentivising EU-made products that contribute to the Union’s climate
objectives.

Support the European Commission’s inclusion of NACE 23 in Annex | (eligible for support within
industrial manufacturing acceleration areas), as this includes manufacturing, shaping, and
processing of flat glass, which are strategic sectors.
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is the trade association for Europe’s flat glass sector. Flat glass is the material that goes into a
variety of end products such as windscreens and windows for automotive and transport, windows and facades for
buildings, solar energy equipment, furniture and appliances. Glass for Europe brings together multinational firms
and thousands of SMEs across Europe, to represent the entire flat glass value-chain. It is composed of flat glass
manufacturers, AGC Glass Europe, Guardian, NSG-Group, Saint-Gobain, and Sisecam and works in association
with national partners gathering glass processors. European automotive glass producers supply advanced glazing
systems to both Original Equipment Manufacturers and for the replacement market all over the world.

i For an overview of how advanced glazing can contribute to vehicles' efficiency, see: Glass for Europe (2023),
Advanced glazing systems to curb air-conditioning energy consumption,

i European Commission. COM(2025) 995 final, 2025/0420 (COD), Proposal fora REGULATION OF THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 as regards CO2
emission performance standards for new light duty vehicles and vehicle labelling and repealing Directive
1999/94/EC.

i European Commission. COM(2025) 994 final, 2025/0421 (COD), Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on clean corporate vehicles.

v European Commission. COM(2026) 100 final, 2026/0068 (COD), Proposal for a

REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL establishing a framework of
measures for the acceleration of industrial capacity and decarbonisation in strategic sectors and amending
Regulations (EU) 2018/1724, (EU) 2024/1735 and (EU) 2024/3110.

European Commission. COM(2026) 100 final, ANNEXES 1 to 4, ANNEXES to the Proposal [...]

V' Turkiye is currently setting up its Emission Trading System, with a start phase planned for 2026.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2025/0995/COM_COM(2025)0995_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2025/0995/COM_COM(2025)0995_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2025/0994/COM_COM(2025)0994_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2025/0994/COM_COM(2025)0994_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2026/0100/COM_COM(2026)0100_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2026/0100/COM_COM(2026)0100_EN.pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/99174b0d-bcda-4039-9157-62725439d010_en?filename=Annexes%20to%20the%20proposal.pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/99174b0d-bcda-4039-9157-62725439d010_en?filename=Annexes%20to%20the%20proposal.pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/99174b0d-bcda-4039-9157-62725439d010_en?filename=Annexes%20to%20the%20proposal.pdf

